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SELECTMEN'S REPORT
For the Year ending February 15, 1898.
VALUATION OF THE TOWN OF STODDARD, APRIL
1, 1897.
Resident invoice, $119,495 00
Non-resident invoice, 49,956 00
T.otal, $169,451 00
Number of polls, 94.
Number of horses, 162, $6,476 00
Number of oxen, 28, 1,172 00
Number of mules, 8, 160 00
Number of cows, 123, 2,946 00
Number of sheep, 309, 592 00
Number of neat stock, 42, 712 00
Rate per cent, on $100, 1 62
The amount required to be raised, A. D. 1897, was as
follows
:
State tax, $485 00
County tax, 396 62
Town tax, 600 00
Highway tax, 600 00
School tax, 485 00
Schoolhouse tax, 50 00





























Morse, Jane, Heirs of.
Messenger, Henry E.,
Mosher, Henry,




Peterboro' Savings Bank, •
Pepper, Moses P.,
Pierce, Harriet,



















































Whittier, John H., Heirs of
Wallace, Charlotte and Sarah,
Non-Resident.
Angleton, Patrick,




















































New^ell, John & Co., Heirs of,










































RECEIPTS FOR J 897,
Cash in treasury, Feb. 15, 1897,
Received from County, for support of poor,
S. A. Carter, savings bank tax,
S. A. Carter, literary fund.
Town Clerk, dog license,
J. F. Whittemore, janitor, town hall,
H. F. Town, pedlar's license,
Walter S. Pollard, tax in 1895,
B. H. Griffiths, returned on sales,
C. J. E. Santesson, tax for 1896,
S. A. Carter, railroad tax,
Wesley P. Hodgman, taxes 1893, '94 and '95,
Wesley P. Hodgman, taxes 1896,
Wesle3^ P. Hodgman, taxes 1897,




Paid E. B. Smith, school suppHes, $5 90
$556 35
C. B. McClure, repairs of schoolhouse, $30 00
SUPPORT OF POOR.
Paid J. M. Rice, overseer of poor, $238 25
DAMAGE ON HIGHWAY.
Paid H. C. Wilcox, $2 50
Elizabeth B. Reed, damage in 1896, 80 00
Total, $82 50
BREAKING ROADS IN 1897.















By direction of the selectmen
:















Chas. H. Merrill, bridge lumber and work,
Chas. X. Cutter,
Total,




Paid Lizzie M. Jefts, school board,
Elias B. Smith, school board,
Joel F. Whittemore, town clerk,
Joel F. Whittemore, janitor of town hall,
C. B. McClure, school board,
W. H. Chapin, treasurer,
Wesley P. Hodgman, collecting taxes 1896-97,
B. H. Griffiths and J. M. Rice, overseers of poor,
Charles P. Jefts, selectman,
Cummings B. McClure, selectman,




Paid support of schools, $556 35
Repairs of school house, 30 00
Support of poor, 288 25
Repairs of highway, 798 30
Damage on highway, 82 50
Breaking roads in 1897, ' 54 85
Breaking roads in 1898, 104 41
State and county taxes, 881 62
Miscellaneous, 197 27
Services of town officers, 259 50
Outstanding order, 27 92
$3,331 87
Amount in treasury, 242 78
$3,574 65
ASSETS.
Due on collector's book for 1896, $14 94
Collector's book for 1897, 1,020 13
County for support of poor, 64 00
Levi Spalding, tax of '96, land in hands of town, 27 07
Heirs of Hannah McClure, land in hands of town, 15 03
PerleyL. Davis, tax of '96, land in hands of town, 9 13
Chas. H. Trask, tax of '96, land in hands of town, 8 67
Costs and interest on all of the above (6 mos.), 6 15
Fred Bousley, tax of '95, land in hands of town, 1 91
Perley L. Davis, tax of '95, land in hands of town, 8 37
Wm. E. Sharon, tax of '95, land in hands of town, 8 47
Emma F. Weeks, tax of '95, land in hands of town, 7 65
Costs and interest on same, 1 year, 6 mos., 6 46
Geo. H. Hart, pool table license, 5 00
Cash in treasury, Feb. 15, 1898, 242 78




Due on town notes,
C. H. Hersey,
School district, school money,
School district, for repairs.
Total liabilities,
Total assets,
Net indebtedness, $500 46
Assets reported bj' the selectmen last year was incor-
rect. Upon a careful exatnination of the collector's books,
the amount actually found to be due was $954.51, an
error of $938.87.
Actual debt last year, $566 66





Cash in hands of treasurer, Feb. 15, 1897,
Wesley P. Hodgman, taxes for 1893-4-5,
Wesley P. Hodgman, taxes for 1896,
Wesley P. Hodgman, taxes for 1897,
Wesley P. Hodgman, interest on taxes, 1897,
Dog license,
H. F. Towne, peddler's license,
Walter S. Pollard, tax 1895,
Carl J. E. Santesson, tax 1896,
Solon A. Carter, savings bank tax,
Solon A. Carter, literary fund,
Solon A. Carter, railroad tax.
County, support of poor,
B. H. Griffiths, overseer, returned on sales,
J. F. Whittemore, rent of town hall.
Total,
DISBURSEMENTS.


























REPORT OF OVERSEER OF POOR.
STATEMENT OF THE EXPENSES OF THE TOWN
OF STODDARD,
For the Fiscal Year ending February 15, 1898.
Paid aid for Norman A. Howe, county charge, $135 75
Paid aid for Amanda M. Wells, county charge, 69 50
Paid aid for Clarence Bo^wen, county charge, 3 00
Paid aid for Albert Barnes, town charge, 11 50








REPORT OF ROAD AGENTS.
ARTHUR E. CUTTER, ROAD AGENT,
In account with the town of Stoddard, as road agent
from April 1, 1897, to Feb. 15, 1898.











George H. Lane, repairs on road machine,
Arthur E. Cutter, rutting roads,
Arthur E. Cutter, machine work,
Goodwin & Hoyt,
Smith & Littlefield, 3,000 bridge plank,
George H. Lane,














W. S. Pollard, 88 hours,
W. S. Pollard, boy, 33 hours,
C. P. Jefts, 25 hours,
Eugene Jefts, 25 hours,
C. P. Jefts, oxen, 25 hours,
C. P. Jefts, powder and fuse,
Mrs. Wm. Abbott, horses, 10 hours,
Henry Mosher, 24 hours.
Armory Everett, 19 hours,
Perley L. Davis, 10 hours,
JULY, 1897.
W. S. Pollard, 341/2 hours,




Secretary and Treasurer of Library Trustees.
The report of the library trustees for the year ending
March 1, 1898, is as follows: We have added to library
by purchase, 45 vols., have received by donations, 1 vol.
by Henry H. Hale, 3 vols, by Herbert E. Messinger, 2
vols. Histories of the 12th and 16th N. H. Regts. by the
state, 1 vol. History of Stoddard, 1774 to 1854, by Mrs.
Allen Giffin, 23 vols, v^dth sundry pamphlets and maga-
zines by Miss Susanna Hubbard, 1 vol. by Mr. C. B. Mc-
Clure. Whole number of books in library 530, not includ-
ing sundry files and magazines. We return many thanks
for all donations received.
Cash on hand, March 20, 1897, $20 16
Received of treasurer, 29 10
Received, 10 catalogues, .05, 50
Paid DeWolf, Fisk & Co.




REPORT OF SCHOOL BOARD.
To the Parents and Citizens of the School District of
Stoddard :
Close the doors of our schoolhouses from this time
forth, and New Hampshire's chief product—the raising of
men, intelligent men—would cease to be a product; and
in point of thrift and intelligence, this state, barren and
sterile as it is, would soon fall below all other sections of
our country. New Hampshire is one of the states that
furnishes our great country with so many enterprising
and independent thinking men and women. If we do not
have the educational advantages that larger places have,
what school privileges we do possess are fully appreciated
and utilized ; and during our longer vacation, in the free
air of our 0"wn Granite State, the minds and bodies of
our scholars have time and leisure to grow and expand.
What our children lack in educational advantages is more
than made up in strong minds and vigorous bodies ; and
as they go forth to fight the battles of life they success-
fully cope Avith those of a larger culture. Therefore we
are encouraged to go on, doing the best ^we can with the
educational means at our command.
So long as human nature is such as it is and will be
in spite of us, the wisest of school boards will some-
times fail in securing a first-class teacher. When it is
apparent that the teacher lacks the ability to control
your children (v^herein you often fail, with your larger
knowledge and experience), do you not often make unkind
remarks, and thus hasten the teacher's downfall instead
of helping her to keep on her feet? A teacher in this
Sd 4
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town, and not very long ago, said to me: "I felt as if
the parents were stepping on me." A gentleman inquired
of a parent in a certain district: "What kind of a school
have you?" The reply was: "Not a very good one; the
teacher lacks government." Then he said: "Why don't
you take hold and see if you can't help her?" Given a
good moral character in a teacher, we think both parents'
and pupils' characters w^ould be more improved by bear-
ing with the teacher for a fe"w weeks and trying to help
her than summarily disposing of her.
The associated school boards of the county, in their
meetings at Keene, have drafted a course of study for the
country schools. We hope it will soon prove practicable
in our ow^n town, as it will give our scholars something
definite to work for. When the children realize that future
promotion depends on v^ork and success in their studies,
most of them have ambition enough to put forth sufficient
exertion to gain that end. The course covers ten years,
so that a child beginning the course at six years of age
would ordinarily graduate at sixteen.
It would be a help to our schools if more reference
books could be added to our public library, and these
could be made available for the pupils in our schools.
Some teachers would gladly avail themselves of the means
thus furnished for encouraging a wide range of study,
especially in geography and historj^ The boys and girls
of our schools would be encouraged to make more free
and constant use of the library, and a broader spirit of
investigation might be brought into the classes, and
habits of study and research formed which would not be
given up when schooldays are over. Let us do all w^e
can to effect the closest possible ties betw^een the public
schools and the library.
As vertical penmanship now seems not to be a fad,
but something which has come to stay, and as better re-
sults and more rapid progress are secured by this system,
it will seem w^ise to change from the slant hand to the
vertical in the near future.
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As will be seen elsewhere, the cost for books and sup-
plies this year is some^ivhat less than last year. It is, of
course, desirable to keep the bills as small as may be
consistent with the best good of the schools. We are
sure, ho^wever, that our citizens would not wish any real
need of the schools to remain unsupplied because to sat-
isfy the need w^ould cost a few dollars. It is better "to
practice a liberality that never spares and an economy
that never w^astes." Some new text-books should displace
the old ones another year. I would commend our schol-
ars for the good care, as a general thing, that they have
taken of the tov^n's school-books. Some to^wns find fault
Avith the careless use made of their free text-books. The
new school song-books, w^hich Mrere bought the past year,
have been an inspiration to teachers and pupils in two
schools at least. The two or three days that are usually
spent by our teachers in visiting schools and attending
teachers' institutes are profitable days, "which bring life
and vigor to our schools.
As drawing is a means for the expression of ideas, and
as it relates itself to almost everything which we may do,
"we hope drawing may soon form a part of the school
curriculum. Is there one of us who has not at some time
said: "I ^vish I knew how to dra^w?"
A detailed report of our schools' is as follows
:
School No. 1 (Center).
The spring and fall terms of this school -were taught
by Miss Tryphena M. Butterfield of Antrim. Miss Butter-
field's time out of school-hours for the most part was
given to a thorough preparation of the subjects taught in
school. The pupils made good progress. There \vas a
very fine class of beginners in grammar. Facts of the
spring term : Length of term, 10 weeks ; scholars en-
rolled, 19 ; average attendance, 18 ; instances of tardiness,
1 ; visits by school board, 8 ; other visitors, 48 ; 17
studied geography, 19 arithmetic, 5 grammar, 5 history.
Facts of the fall term : Length of school, 12 weeks ; schol-
ars enrolled, 21; average attendance, 20; instances of
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tardiness, 4; visits by school board, 5; other visits, 36;
19 pupils attended to arithmetic, 15 geography, 15 gram-
mar, 3 history.
School No. 2 (West Stoddard).
This school of only three weeks was taught by Miss
Anna M. Bartlett of Hamstead. She was educated at
Mt. Holyoke Seminary, has taught sixteen years in Chi-
cago, and has followed teaching right along. Her meth-
ods of teaching were so unsatisfactory to the majority of
the parents and pupils of the district that it was thought
best by the school board to request the resignation of the
teacher. She accepted the situation with so much good
grace, and charity for all concerned that we almost felt
we were conferring a favor instead of performing a dis-
agreeable task. Different pupils registered, 9 ; average
number, 9; instances of tardiness, 4; visits by school
board, 6 ; other visitors, 6 ; 9 pupils attended to arith-
metic, 7 to geography, 6 to grammar, 9 to physiology,
3 to bookkeeping, 1 to algebra. The fall school of tAvo
terms of eight weeks each was taught by Miss Carrie M.
Butterfield of Antrim. Miss Butterfield is a graduate of
Antrim High School. The pupils of this school covered a
reasonable amount of ground, and evinced a good under-
standing of what was gone over. The writing books were
noticeable for neatness and good penmanship. Good im-
provement was made in composition. Different pupils
registered, 9; average attendance, 7; instances of tardi-
ness, 5; visits by school board, 5; other visitors, 26; 9
pupils attended to arithmetic, 4 geography, 6 grammar,
3 history, 1 algebra, 2 geology, 2 philosophy.
School No. 3 (South Stoddard).
The spring term of this school was under the charge
of Miss Lena M. Bailey of Nelson. This was her first
term of teaching. The scholars made good improvement.
Miss Bailey is a teacher of fine character and good schol-
arship. Whole number of scholars, 19 ; average attend-
ance, 19 ; instances of tardiness, 3 ; visits by school board.
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4; other Yisitors, 56; 17 attended to arithmetic, 13 to
geography, 4 to grammar, 4 to history, 15 to composi-
tion, 19 to physiology. This term was ten ^weeks in
length. The services of Mrs. Emma Cutter Shoults were
secured for the fall term. Mrs. Shoults this term eclipsed
even her former good record as teacher of this school.
For good government, "aptness to teach" and enthusiasm
in her work she can hardlj^ be excelled. This term was
twelve weeks in length. Number of pupils enrolled, 17;
average attendance, 16 ; instances of tardiness, 2 ; visits
by school board, 8 ; other visitors, 80.
Roll of Honor for the Year.
Ella Smith, Lizzie Smith, Leon Shoults, Lucretia Ab-
bott.
For One Term.
Bertha Blanchard, Cora Smith, George A. Corey, Mar-
tile Butler, Iva Spofford, Grace M. Davis, Marguerite
Butler, Earl Spofford, George E. Waters, Corinne Butler,
Nellie Hobbs, Maude Hobbs, Annie Smith, Ethel Howe,
Edna Messenger, Charlie Newell.
The enumeration cards, as filled out by the truant
officer last April, give tw^enty-seven girls and twenty-five
boys between the ages of five and sixteen years. We find
the names of fifty-six pupils enrolled in our schools. Five
scholars have been schooled in Sullivan the past year at
an expense to the town of $51. Mr. George E. Reed's girl
has been schooled in Marlo^^, for which no bill has yet
been received.
There have been thirty-three visits made by the school
board and 252 visits made by others. There have been
nineteen tardy marks and 208 absent marks. Three










Paid Miss Tryphena M. Butterfield, teaching,
J. D. Cutter, board of teacher,
Arthur Jennings, sav^ing wood,
Tryphena M. Butterfield, teaching,
J. D. Cutter, board of teacher,
Riley Barrett, for wood,





Paid Miss Lena Bailey, teaching,
A. F. Hill, boarding- teacher,
M. E. Spofford, sawing wood,
Mrs. C. G. McClure, boarding teacher,
E. B. Smith, wood and repairs,
Elias B. Smith, repairs in No. 3,
Paid Geo. E. Reed, conveying scholars,
Town of Marlow, tuition,
C. X. Cutter, conveying scholars,
C. B. McClure, stove and repairs,
Town of Sullivan, tuition,
Daniel E. Swett, conveying scholars,
Total paid out.
Received from town treasurer,
$40
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